English course in kindergarden
The course is aimed to help teachers of English to children in kindergardens and playgroups with designing their lessons in a more attractive and appealing way. The participants should be exposed to many new techniques. The course offers a large scale of procedures, various activities combined into a meaningful content, which enables the little children to acquire a foreign language naturally and effectively. 
The course provides an overall approach to teaching very young learners in a few themes. The participants will be taught to plan their activities on their own topics with respect to the children‘s needs and abilities.
The examples of actions containing various subjects themes will be representing a few practical series of linked activities. Those will show the participants how to combine individual parts (listening, music, art, movement, speech,) into many different areas of knowledge. These topics include all the below mentioned aspects of teaching very young learners in practice. 
Moreover, the following questions will be discussed and explained:
How to work efficiently with good results?

How to start lessons in English from the very first moment?

Can we teach bilingually?

What can we do if the children’s vocabulary is quite limited?

Among the areas covered in the course the participants will focus on following sections:
1. Introduction

This part will present the main idea of the course. It will help the participants to get to know each other as well as the principles for teaching English to very young learners with all their special fundamentals and needs.

2. Classroom management, routines and language

We will think over the necessary activities to manage the children’s groups in an enjoyable and appealing way. This area includes classroom instructions, teachers’ and students’ language, the use of L1 within classes, organising space, movement, praise and stimulation.

3. Pronunciation

There are many ways to practise pronunciation with very young learners; all beyond the boring drills. Rhyming games, pronunciation exercises, tongue twisters, clapping and jumping games are enjoyable as well as profitable for the children and inspirational for the teachers.

4. Grammar

Grammar cannot be taught separately but we can use many tricks to reinforce awareness of grammar rules within oral production even with very young learners.
5. Storytelling

This is a primary approach to children of an early age, basic and fundamental. The range of stories with easy language, simple vocabulary and repeating plots provides a meaningful content for identifying with main characters, with good and evil, imitating dialogues and reinforcing communication.
6. Working with a puppet

Puppets are a good tool to practise dialogues. Little children get used to natural communication; they can imitate the sentences that they have heard from the puppets, they can react to the puppets’ questions, ask them their own questions etc.
7. Playful activities

To be successful in a foreign language teaching, the teachers should follow the rule of little activities; to see something, to listen to something and to move. Playful activities introduce the application of this rule in practice.
8. Action games

Action and motion games invite children to an active participation; they are willing to re-produce a lot of text, to run after someone, to catch them, or to escape. Even shy children are sometimes stimulated to participate in a game.
9. Physical education + TPR

Physical education based on TPR activities provides a natural environment for a practical use of foreign language. A lot of examples will be shown in this part of the course.

10. Listening

Activities focused on active listening promote sound-subject association. Children are trained to distinguish particular words or sounds.
11. Speaking

Lots of ideas to develop children’s speaking, from a very easy re-production to a simple free conversation. The rule is to provide the children with a reason to speak. It’s not so difficult as we think.
12. Music (instruments)

Songs are very useful in the process of acquiring a second language. The tune keeps the text together; while singing, the children forget the potential stress from using a foreign language and it develops a positive atmosphere within a group..
13. Art techniques + craft

Art provides a lot of material to be used in the teaching procedure; moreover, during the process itself, the children can revise a lot of language structures, vocabulary, phrases.

14. Project books

With a project (topic) book, all the knowledge will be stored in a meaningful and appealing format. We will learn how to make these little minibooks with our own hands. This unique craft makes possible to revise what the children have learnt before with the pride over the well-managed product.
The course is provided with a lot of inspirative aids and props; the participants will be given an opportunity to develop a “make, play and learn” approach.
Many of those activities were presented in conferences in Paris, Rome, Madrid, Vienna, Athens, Nicosia, Umea and Reykjavík, just to mention a few. The participats there appreciated the innovative attitude, inspiring ideas and practical contents, which was confirmed when I met some of them later. That led me to think about compiling the kindergarden teacher training course.
